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Abstract 

 

This study examines the typology of old houses in Kampung Arab Tanjung Selor, Bulungan Regency, North Kalimantan, a historic Arab 

settlement dating back to the 19th century. This settlement has historical value and unique old buildings, whose condition is deteriorating 

due to rapid development, requiring preservation efforts. Therefore, this study aims to identify and classify the typology of old residential 

buildings in Kampung Arab to support its development as a cultural heritage area. The method used is a qualitative descriptive, typological 

approach, in which data are collected through field observations, interviews with community leaders and elders, and documentation. The 

objects of study were three old houses believed by local community leaders to have been built during the arrival of the Arabs in Tanjung 

Selor, namely the houses of Salim bin Djoemaan, Umair Al Hasyim, and H. Muhamad Bansir, all of which are more than 100 years old 

and still retain their original structures. The results of the study show that these old houses share architectural similarities with Malay 

architecture and adopt the stilted structure of Kalimantan vernacular architecture as an adaptation to the swampy environment. The house's 

floor plan is rectangular, symmetrical, and clearly divided into public zones (veranda, living room), private zones (family room, bedrooms, 

dining room), and service zones (kitchen, bathroom). The separation of these spaces demonstrates the high value placed on privacy. Overall, 

these old houses embody Islamic values such as efficiency, egalitarianism, privacy, and local wisdom. 
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1. Introduction 

Kampung Arab was the first settlement in Tanjung Selor City, Bulungan Regency, North Kalimantan Province (Kaltara). It is said that this 

area was once inhabited by traders who had been there since the 19th century [1]. Kampung Arab is located on Jalan Jenderal Sudirman, 

upstream of Tanjung Selor City. This settlement still has antique buildings. Unfortunately, its condition has deteriorated over time. In the 

past, Bulungan was a city of immigrants from China, the Netherlands, and Arabia. Kampung Arab emerged due to the large Arab and 

Muslim population in the area [2]. Before being named Kampung Arab, this village was called Kampung Dagang. The Arabs living in this 

village are descendants of traders from the time of the Bulungan Sultanate in Tanjung Palas. 

Kampung Arab is marked by the many ancient tombs of the Arab community at that time. On these tombs are gravestones with Arabic 

inscriptions that are beginning to fade. There is also the tomb of an 18th-century preacher in Kampung Arab. In addition to the tombs, there 

is also the Sayyid Ahmad Al-Kaff Mosque on Jalan Imam Bonjol, Bulungan, which holds the history of Muslims in Kampung Arab [3]. 

Kampung Arab Tanjung Selor is an area with historical significance and value for the development of the city of Tanjung Selor. Currently, 

the Kampung Arab area has become an icon in its own right, characterized by the distinctiveness of its residents and the uniqueness of its 

remaining old buildings [4]. With the passage of time and rapid development, the current situation requires the management and 

preservation of the area, including a core zone with many diverse historical buildings, as well as the surrounding zone with its intangible 

cultural heritage. This potential is spread throughout the Arab Quarter, which faces a variety of problems, both in the physical condition of 

the cultural heritage and in the social environment of the surrounding community. In addition, policies and regulations must be pursued to 

protect and develop the area, and preservation efforts to maintain the existence of cultural heritage in the Kampung Arab area have been 

carried out by stakeholders in Bulungan Regency, including the Bulungan Regency Tourism Office. However, a study is still needed to 

support the Kampung Arab area as a heritage area [5].  

Kampung Arab Tanjung Selor is one of the historic settlements in Tanjung Selor Ulu, located on the banks of the Kayan River. This village 

is an Arab ethnic settlement that has existed since the 19th century and is one of the immigrant ethnic settlements in Tanjung Selor that 

still maintains its homogeneity. The layout of the Kampung Arab follows a square grid, giving it a neat, orderly appearance. The Kampung 
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Arab is situated on a swampy plain, with most houses being wooden structures built on stilts. The houses in the Kampung Arab are 

predominantly characterized by Malay-style facades and rectangular floor plans [5]. 

2. Literature Review 

2.1. Cultural Heritage 
Cultural heritage is an inseparable part of Indonesian culture because it is evidence of the long historical journey of the Indonesian nation's 

civilization, spanning the archipelago from Sabang to Merauke [6]. Based on the Cultural Heritage Law Number 11 of 2010, the definition 

of Cultural Heritage is tangible cultural heritage in the form of Cultural Heritage Objects, Cultural Heritage Buildings, Cultural Heritage 

Structures, Cultural Heritage Sites, and Cultural Heritage Areas on land and/or in water whose existence needs to be preserved because 

they have important value for history, science, education, religion, and/or culture through a process of designation [7]. 

Efforts to protect, develop, and utilize cultural heritage through policies governing planning, implementation, and supervision for the 

welfare of the people are outlined in Law No. 11 of 2010, Article 21. Likewise, preservation is a dynamic effort to maintain the existence 

and value of cultural heritage by protecting, developing, and utilizing it, as stipulated in Article 22 [7]. 

Based on Article 3 of Law No. 11 of 2010, the preservation of Cultural Heritage itself aims to preserve the nation's cultural  heritage and 

the heritage of humanity, improve the dignity and prestige of the nation through Cultural Heritage, strengthen the nation's identity, improve 

the welfare of the people, and promote the nation's cultural heritage to the international community [8]. Preservation is required as a 

dynamic effort to maintain the existence and value of Cultural Heritage by protecting, developing, and utilizing it [9]. Protection is carried 

out by preventing and combating damage, destruction, or annihilation through rescue, security measures, zoning, maintenance, restoration, 

development, research, revitalization, adaptation, and utilization of Cultural Heritage [10]. 

2.2. Urban Heritage 
Urban, in the Oxford Dictionary, means related to a city and states that a city is a human dwelling place composed of components such as 

roads, buildings, and green open spaces [11]. This is a manifestation of human planning and design. According to the Indonesian Home 

Affairs Minister's Regulation No. 4/1980, a city has clear administrative boundaries, such as municipalities and regencies, and non-agrarian 

characteristics, functioning as a growth center. In this regard, the regulations concerning a city's boundaries are very clear [12]. 

Furthermore, defines a city based on its size and characteristics. The classic definition of a city is a settlement that is large, dense, and 

permanent [13]. Meanwhile, the modern definition of a city is a settlement that provides effective spaces through the organization and 

hierarchical order of its spaces. Thus, the characteristics of urban society can be seen as follows: (1) Heterogeneous; (2) Individualism. (3) 

Dynamism; (4) Rationality (5) Functional bureaucracy and secular values; (6) Cultural diversification; and (7) The concept of self-reliance 

and institutionalization [14].  

To understand urban heritage as a unified phrase, urban heritage is a physical historical legacy, which is a contemporary urban area, namely 

a built legacy with architectural and historical value or the city's "monuments" (churches and other religious buildings, castles, city walls, 

palaces, and institutional buildings [15]. Generally, urban heritage is defined as a layered phenomenon. Whereas urban heritage is defined 

in two ways: (1) refers to a list of heritage elements located in urban areas: archaeological remains, historic buildings, vernacular 

architecture, historic parks, social practices, rituals, and celebratory events; (2) urban heritage can refer to the city as heritage, a special 

type of cultural property primarily associated with environments, city centers, and historic cities [16]. Another perspective on the definition 

of urban heritage emphasizes the concept as the layering of cultural and natural values and attributes that go beyond the understanding of 

a "historic center" or "ensemble" to encompass a broader urban geographical context [17]. 

Thus, urban heritage can be interpreted as layers or multilayered elements in urban areas. Furthermore, cultural heritage buildings and 

stories from the past are the most significant aspects shaping identity [18]. Four factors influence a place's identity: continuity, uniqueness, 

self-esteem, and self-efficacy [19]. The urgency of preserving cultural relics in urban areas stems from the fact that these assets can serve 

as a city's identity. However, these urban heritage assets may deteriorate physically if preservation efforts are not carried out immediately. 

In addition, urban development often threatens efforts to preserve historical objects [20]. 

3. Methods 
This study generally used descriptive qualitative methods with a typological approach. This typological approach was used to classify 
objects into specific types. The objects of study were several old houses located in Kampung Arab. The data in this paper consist of 

descriptions and explanations of the types of residential buildings in Kampung Arab. 

To obtain this data, observation was used as the initial step, followed by interviews with informants, including elders and the community 

living nearby, based on this initial information. Data collection techniques in this paper were carried out in several ways: 
1. Observation 

Field observations recorded physical objects and spatial patterns to describe the houses in Kampung Arab in the past. 

2. Interviews 

a. Structured interviews, obtaining the same information for each respondent, such as data on ownership of space and business units, 
and so on. 

b. The target to be achieved is the collection of information on the development of the village. 

3. Documentation 

With field photographs, sketches of the environment, and informant interviews. 

4. Results and Discussion 

The Kampung Arab in Bulungan Regency is known for its long history and strong Arab influence. This is supported by historical evidence, 

including old tombs, old buildings, and photographs depicting the Kampung Arab in the past. One of these old tombs is the tomb of King 

Al-Magribi, who died in 1832 AD and is estimated to have existed since the 1700s. The ancient tomb at GRC Bilfaqih, located on a 

mountain, serves as the gateway to Bulungan and dates back to the sultanate era. According to oral traditions, descendants of the Wali 
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Songo once stayed in Tanjung Selor. Other sacred tombs are found on Penjaitan Street and Kamboja Street, where the tombs of other saints 

are also located. 

In addition to the tomb, the Kampung Arab settlement still has buildings that have been standing for approximately 100 years. These 

buildings are residential houses that hold historical stories and are still inhabited by their descendants today. The settlement in Kampung 

Arab is dominated by wooden materials with a platform structure adapted to the climate conditions in Kalimantan. The following image 

shows an old house that is more than 150 years old, as evidenced by the year the building was constructed, which is inscribed above the 

door. 

 

  

Fig 1. Old house in kampung arab Tanjung Selor 

 

The architectural style in Kampung Arab blends Malay and Middle Eastern influences, reflecting the adoption of wood as the primary 

building material in Kalimantan. The homes of Kampung Arab residents feature distinctive features such as calligraphy and photographs 

of ulama wali. However, in general, there are no specific, distinctive buildings. 

The houses in the Kampung Arab area have their own architectural characteristics and uniqueness, which are certainly influenced by Arab 

culture and are a form of adaptation to the local environment, which is a swampy area. This aligns with Suwarno's statement (Jaya, 2022) 

that when a person or group migrates, they carry several things in their memory, namely: religion and beliefs, traditions and customs, arts, 

science and technology in construction, and livelihoods based on their skills.  

According to a survey conducted in Kampung Arab, three houses are believed by local community leaders to be old buildings constructed 

when Arabs arrived in Tanjung Selor. 

 

 

Fig 2. Mapping of old houses in Kampung Arab 
 

The three houses are the house of Salim bin Djoemaan, the house of Umair Al Hasyim, and the house of H. Muhamad Bansir. Each of 

these houses is more than 100 years old and still retains its original structure. From these observations, it is known that: 

a. Spatial Layout 

All three houses use a rectangular floor plan, and their spatial layouts tend to be symmetrical. The rectangular shape was chosen because 

it is the most efficient and effective for accommodating residents' activities. These houses are generally divided into three zones: the 

public zone, consisting of a terrace and living room located at the front of the house; the private zone, consisting of the family room, 

bedrooms, and dining room; and the service zone, consisting of the kitchen and bathroom. The public zone (living room) and private 

zone (family room, bedrooms, etc.) are separated by walls with doors as access points. The presence of walls as dividers provides a 

clear boundary between the public and private zones, ensuring residents' privacy is well maintained. The main entrance to the house is 

via the stairs at the front. All three houses also have the same zoning and floor plan as follows: 
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Fig 3. Zoning and floor plan of old houses in Kampung Arab 

 

Old houses in Kampung Arab have many windows at the front. These openings adhere to the concept of Musharrabiya, or Mashrabiya, 

which comes from the Arabic word "Sharab," meaning "drink." This word can also refer to a cool place where people can drink water 

from clay cups. This concept illustrates how houses in Arabia are designed to be comfortable and cool. 

b. Architectural Form 

The architectural form of the houses in this old Kampung Arab uses a stilted structure similar to the vernacular architecture of 

Kalimantan, namely the lamin house. These houses are stilted, with wooden structural materials and walls. The use of a stilted structure 

is an adaptation to the wetland or swamp environment where these buildings are located. Also, it helps reduce the humidity from the 

ground below that enters the house. 

At the front of these houses, there is a terrace that extends across the width of the building and is open (without walls). This long terrace 

can be used for religious gatherings or family events. In addition, the building's facade adopts the Malay house style. 

 

Table 1. Comparison of house form in kampung arab with Malay architecture 

No Architecture of Kampung Arab Tanjung Selor Malay Architecture 

1 

  

2 

  

 

The ornaments in these houses also feature typical Arabic elements such as arches/domes, repetitive carvings, Arabic inscriptions, and 

vine motifs. Arches/domes in Arabic interior design are synonymous with grandeur, while repetitive carvings are often found in 

traditional Arabic buildings. In traditional Arab houses, the ceilings are nothing special. They usually use wood as part of the 

foundation. Modern houses still use prominent wood, with the addition of attractive patterns and motifs such as calligraphy, flowers, 

animals, and other shapes. In terms of architectural form, the old houses in Kampung Arab Bulungan are similar to the houses in 

Kampung Arab Al-Munawar in Palembang. 
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Table 2. Comparison of ornaments in kampung arab with the Arabic traditional house 

No 
Architectural Ornaments of Kampung Arab Tanjung 

Selor 

Architectural Ornaments of the Arabic 

Traditional House 

1 

  

2 

 

 

 

 

 

From this discussion, Islamic values can also be found in the old houses of Kampung Arab Bulungan, namely: 

a. Efficiency 

The rectangular floor plan is the most efficient shape for accommodating the activities of the house's occupants. Of the three houses 

observed, all have floor plans that use a basic rectangular shape. 

b. Egalitarianism 

The building's design is contextual to its environment. This is evident in the fact that all houses use a platform/colonnade construction, 

a response to the environment in which they are located: swampland. In addition, sloping roofs are used to address the high heat and 

rainfall in Bulungan Regency, which has a tropical climate. The use of terraces along the width of the building and enclosed front 

terraces is a response to the sun's rays hitting the front walls of the houses. 

c. Privacy 

The level of privacy in these eight houses is very high, with a clear separation between public and private zones. The boundary is 

marked by a curtain/veil of walls with doors for access, so that only the residents of the house or close family can enter the private 

area/zone. 

d. Local Wisdom 

The design references local identity, as seen in the house shape, which blends traditional Malay and Arab styles. The entire building 

uses wood for its walls and roofing. 

5. Conclusion  

Currently, many houses in Kampung Arab Tanjung Selor have been converted to concrete houses and no longer use stilt structures. The 

typology of old houses in Kampung Arab shares architectural similarities with Malay architecture and some ornamentation from traditional 

Arab houses. Despite their age, the houses in Kampung Arab still maintain a separation between public and private zones to preserve 

residents' privacy. In addition, Islamic values of efficiency, egalitarianism, privacy, and local wisdom are applied. 

The old houses in Kampung Arab can be recommended as cultural heritage buildings because they are more than 100 years old and 

represent the Arab ethnic group in Tanjung Selor.  Conservation of buildings in Kampung Arab is also necessary to preserve their value 

and protect them from unwanted changes. Adaptive reuse is one conservation strategy. Adaptive reuse in this area is used to preserve 

buildings with potential for conservation based on their cultural characteristics. 
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